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H. Neil Richardson’s article is: “The Last Words of David: Some Notes on Il Samuel 23:17”, Journal of Biblical Literature, Vol. 90, No. 3 (September, 1971), pp. 257-266.
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An oracle of David, son of Jesse
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Q(ea an oracle of the hero the Most High raised up
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The anointed of the God of Jacob
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ea, the beloved of the Guardian of Israel! (v1)
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The Spmt of Yahweh has spoken with me;
IF &L‘Ilp e,

Truly hls word is upon my tongue,
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The word of the word of the God of Jacob
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To me has spoken the Rock of Israel
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“He who rules men as a righteous one,
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Who rules in the fear of God--- (v3™)
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Indeed light the morning light he shines forth
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Like the sun of a cloudless morning;
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From his brightness, from his rain grass grows from the earth.” (v4)

g ﬁ?’ﬁi‘j EPR 3 ki

Truly, my house is established by God,
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Indeed His covenant the Eternal he has given me--

set forth in deta|I and guaranteed
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truly he makes abundant. (v5)
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But evil men - all of them are like a thorn-bush that is thrust away. (v6 )
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Indeed, they are taken by hand; (v6 ™)
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ea, a man attacks them,
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Armed with iron and a spear shaft;
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Indeed, with fire they are surely burned. (v7)



