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XI. The Priestly Garments Exod 28:6-43 XVI. Exod 39:2-31
XII. The Consecration of the Priest: Exod 29:1-46
XIIL. The Altar of Incense ' Exod 30:1-10, 34-38 X. Exod 37:25-29
XIV. The Atonement Money Exod 30:11-16 XV. Exod 38:25-28
XV. The Bronze Basin (Laver) Exod 30:17-21 XII. Exod 38:8
XVI. The Oil of Atonement Exod 30:22-33
XVII. The Incense of Spices Exod 30:34-38
XVIII. The Appointment of Workers Exod 31:1-11 II1. Exod 35:30-36:7
XIX. The Rest From Work on the Sabbath Exod 31:12-17 1. Exod 35:1-3
XX. The Command to Erect the Taberacle XVIL Exod 40:1-16
XXI. The Erection of the Tabemacle XVIII. Exod 40:17-33
XXII. Inventory of Materials Used XIV. Exod 38:21-39:1

Synoptic Chart on the Tabernacle
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' Augustine (AD 354-430) and Pelagius(AD 354-418)
By R. C. Sproul (R. C. Sproul is now the distirsined visiting professor of systematic theology apdlogetics at Knox
Theological Seminary)

"It is Augustine who gave us the Reformation." Sote B. B. Warfield in his assessment of the inflee of Augustine on church history.
It is not only that Luther was an Augustinian moakthat Calvin quoted Augustine more than any rotheologian that provoked
Warfield's remark. Rather, it was that the Reforamatvitnessed the ultimate triumph of Augustinestdne of grace over the legacy of
the Pelagian view of man.

Humanism, in all its subtle forms, recapitulates timvarnished Pelagianism against which Augustinggled. Though Pelagius was
condemned as a heretic by Rome, and its modified,f8emi-Pelagianism was likewise condemned byitencil of Orange in 529, the
basic assumptions of this view persisted througbbutch history to reappear in Medieval Catholigifanaissance Humanism,
Socinianism, Arminianism, and modern Liberalisme®eminal thought of Pelagius survives today neat tace or tangential influence
but is pervasive in the modern church. Indeednbdern church is held captive by it.

What was the core issue between Augustine and iBsfaghe heart of the debate centered on the deatfioriginal sin, particularly with
respect to the question of the extent to whichathieof fallen man is "free." Adolph Harnack said:

There has never, perhaps, been another cfistgual importance in church history in which thmponents have expressed the principles
at issue so clearly and abstractly. The Arian disjpefore the Nicene Council can alone be compaitit. (History of Agmer V/IV/3)

The controversy began when the British monk, Pelagpposed at Rome Augustine's famous prayernt@®@rat Thou commandest,
and command what Thou dost desire." Pelagius egtail horror at the idea that a divine gift (graise)ecessary to perform what God
commands. For Pelagius and his followers respditgiblways implies ability. If man has the morakponsibility to obey the law of
God, he must also have the moral ability to do it.

Harnack summarizes Pelagian thought:



Nature, free-will, virtue and law, these stiiclefined and made independent of the notion af Geere the catch-words of
Pelagianism: self-acquired virtue is the suprermadgehich is followed by reward. Religion and matglie in the sphere of the free
spirit; they are at any moment by man's own effort.

The difference between Pelagianism and Semi-Pelsgieis more a difference of degree than of kimalb€ sure, on the surface there
seems like there is a huge difference betweenntbgparticularly with respect to original sin amdthe sinner's dependence upon grace.
Pelagius categorically denied the doctrine of odgsin, arguing that Adam's sin affected Adam aland that infants at birth are in the
same state as Adam was before the Fall. Pelagiosaadued that though grace may facilitate theesting of righteousness, it is not
necessary to that end. Also, he insisted thatdhsttuent nature of humanity is not convertibiésiindestructively good.

Over against Pelagius, Semi-Pelagianism does hdwetene of original sin whereby mankind is corset fallen. Consequently grace
not only facilitates virtue, it is necessary fortue to ensue. Man's nature can be changed arfiekaschanged by the Fall.

However, in Semi-Pelagianism there remains a nalyiity within man that is unaffected by the F&lle call this an "island of
righteousness" by which the fallen sinner still tresinherent ability to incline or move himselfdooperate with God's grace. Grace is
necessary but not necessarily effective. Its efibgays depends upon the sinner's cooperationitlighvirtue of the exercise of the will.

It is not by accident that Martin Luther consideiidgte Bondage of the Will to be his most importaook He saw in Erasmus a man who,
despite his protests to the contrary, was a Pelagi€atholic clothing. Luther saw that lurking leexth the controversy of merit and grace,
and faith and works was the issue of to what degireéiuman will is enslaved by sin and to what degve are dependent upon grace for
our liberation. Luther argued from the Bible tHa flesh profits nothing and that this "nothinghit a little "something."

Augustine's view of the Fall was opposed to botlagtanism and Semi-Pelagianism. He said that mahkia massa peccati, a "mess of
sin," incapable of raising itself from spiritualatk. For Augustine man can no more move or indlingself to God than an empty glass
can fill itself. For Augustine the initial work afivine grace by which the soul is liberated frora tondage of sin is sovereign and
operative. To be sure we cooperate with this grageonly after the initial divine work of liberati.

Augustine did not deny that fallen man still hasithand that the will is capable of making choickke argued that fallen man still has a
free will (liberium arbitrium) but has lost his nabdiberty (libertas). The state of original simles us in the wretched condition of being
unable to refrain from sinning. We still are aldechoose what we desire, but our desires remainethdy our evil impulses. He argued
that the freedom that remains in the will alwayadeto sin. Thus in the flesh we are free onlyripahollow freedom indeed. It is
freedom without liberty, a real moral bondage. Tiiberty can only come from without, from the warkGod on the soul. Therefore we
are not only partly dependent upon grace for onversion but totally dependent upon grace.

Modern Evangelicalism sprung from the Reformatidrose roots were planted by Augustine. But todayR@rmational and
Augustinian view of grace is all but eclipsed inaBgelicalism. Where Luther triumphed in the sixtherentury, subsequent generations
gave the nod to Erasmus.

Modern evangelicals repudiate unvarnished Pelagiaaind frequently Semi-Pelagianism as well. Ihssted that grace is necessary for
salvation and that man is fallen. The will is ackierlged to be severely weakened even to the pblting "99 percent” dependent upon
grace for its liberation. But that one percent wéffiected moral ability or spiritual power whichdoenes the decisive difference between
salvation and perdition is the link that presemyeschain to Pelagius. We have not broken free fitmerPelagian captivity of the church.

That one percent is the "little something" Luthenght to demolish because it removes the sola §wim gratia and ultimately the sola
from sola fide. The irony may be that though modevangelicalism loudly and repeatedly denounces &hism as the mortal enemy of
Christianity, it entertains a Humanistic view of mend of the will at its deepest core.

We need an Augustine or a Luther to speak to us éewt the light of God's grace be not only oveseihwed but be obliterated in our
time.



